
CHEAP CABS.

A Great Want Unsupplied ia New
York City.

NECESSITY FOR A REFORM.

The London and Paris Systems
Contrasted with Ours.

OFFICIAL HACK AND CAB 0BD1XANCE.

While the question of rnpld transit commands so

Bach attention In New York ono of equally great im¬

portance.cheap cabs. Is not lost sight of. It is not a

general habit of our citizens to patronize backs, be¬
cause of the extortionate prices charged by the drivers
sf such vehicles. Notwithstanding the numerous or¬

dinances pan-oil time after lime to regulate the rates
for carrying passengers, the Jehus demand and In va¬

riably obtain extraordinarily high fares. No one of
our citizens who happens to neotl the use of a cub but
has felt the necessity lor a strict enforcement of the
laws governing cabmen. The regulations on cabs are

carried out successfully In London, becaoao tbe pa8-
lenger knows the rates and distances as well
almost as the driver. Every cabman in that
city has a book containing correct schedules
of his distances and rates, and the same

are placed In n conspicuous place In the vehicle For
Instanco, London, having Churing Cross for a centre,
is divided into an inner and an outer circle, with a les¬
ser radius of lour miles and a greater of twelve. In the
lesser the rates are set down cheaply. One shilling Is
charged two persons Jn a cab for each of the lirst two
miles, and sixpence lor each of tho succeeding two.
Beatdo this, In the matter of time rates wtthlu the
radius, the cbargo Is only two shillings and sixpence
for the flrst hour and elghtpouce for every quarter
hour or fraotton ot a quarter hour afterward. Compare
these with tho following, entitled:.

AS OHOIKASCK
to amend chapter 4f> ot the Kcvl-el Ordinances of 180B, re¬

lating to hackney eonelias and cabs.
The Mayor, Aldqriuen and t'otnuioimlty of the city of New

York, in t-ouimon Council convened, do ordain n» follows:.
AKTIl'l k hi ihtks ani> ritiCK* or VARUS.

Section 1.The pries or ralee ot fare to be asked or de¬
manded by the owners or drivers of hackney coaches or cabs
shall be as follows:.

cine, 2..For conveying one or more passengers any dis¬
tance uut exceeding one mile, $1

Site, a..For conveying one or more passengers any dis-
exceedlng one and not exceeding two miles, $i no.tance J

cm.'. 4,.For conveying one or more passenger* any dis¬
tance exceeding two and not exeee- lug three miles, $2.

Skc. ->..Fur conveying oue or more passenger* any dl*>
tance exceeding three and not exceeding four miles, 92 no.

Skc. a.For conveying one or more passenger, any dis¬
tance over lour miles, not otherwise provided for, will be at
the rate of seventy-five cents per mile or pari of a mile.
Skc. 7..To and through Central. Park Irom auy point in

and between Fourteenth and Forty-second streets and re¬

turning, with privilege of keeping carriage three hour*, 85.
Skc. 8..To and through Central Park from any point

north ol Fortv second street and south ot 13Uth street and
returning, with privilege of keeping carriage two hours, 94.
Skc. 9..To and through Central Park Irom any point be-

L- . 1. . ,...A ...... I, .« ITMh Kit,.,..low Fourteenth street and north ol 175th street to Kings-
bridge and returning, with privilege of keeping the carriage
three hours, 98.
Skc, 10..To Harlem and Manhattanville. soutl^ of l.'toth

street, from any point below Fourteenth street, and return¬
ing, with privilege of remaining there one and one-half
hours, fw.
Skc. 11..To Harlem and Manhattanville, south of 130th

Street, from any point In and between Fourteenth and Forty-
Second streets, and returning, remaining there one hoar, fo.

Sec. V2..To High Hridge and north of 130th street, and
returning, with privilege of keeping the oarriage there one
and a half hours, from any point south of Fourteenth street,
Ft-

Skc. IS..To any point north of High Bridge and to and
¦outh of Kingsbridge, and returning, with privilege of re¬
maining there two liours, from any point in and between
Fourteenth and Forty-second streets, 98.

Ktc. 14..To any point north of High Bridge and to and
¦outh of Kingsbridge. and returning, with same privilege as
to remaining from auy point below Fourteenth street, i#l.

Skc. IS..To any of the places mentioned in section* 10,
11, 12, 13, 14 and'15, from any point north ol Forty-second
.treat and in and south of Flfiy-uintk street, tbe tnre will
be $1 less.

Skc. 18..To balls and theatree and returning, from anv
point below Fifty-ninth streel, 93. Forth ol Filly-ninth
¦treat, each additional mile shall be charged for at a rate
Hot to exceed fifty ceuis.

Skc. 17..For the use of a carriage by tbe hour, with the
privilege of going from place to place and slopping as often
.ud long as may be required,$1 30 per hour, excepting
cabs, the fare fur which will be 91 per hour.
| skc. 18..Sections 7 to 18ol tbls article will bo for one, two,
three or lonr passengers.

Sec. 10..No charge shall be made for children under eight
pears of age accompanying adults.
.B. 2U.From "line bails,"sac. 2u.From "line"bails," one or two passengers, to any

point sonth of Fifty ninth street, 92; each additional pas¬
senger fitly cents. North of Fifty-ninth street, each addi¬
tional milo shall be cbargod lor at a rate not to exceed fifty
ceuis per mile.

bxc. 21.. Every owner ordrlvorof any hackney coach or
tab shall carry on his coach or cab one piece of baggage
without extra charge, but for any extra baggage he may
tarry b# shall bo entitled to no extra compensation.
Sxr. 22..Through all streets, lanes and avenues of tbls

city twenty blocks will be deemed a mile, except oetweou
the lettered and numbered avenues, as from First to Tweu-
lieth street, or from Fourteenth to Thirty-fourth street,
beven blocks between the numbered or lettered avenues will
be deemed a mile, as from aveuue B to Sixth avenue, or
from Second to Ninth avenue.

Mtc. 23..All disputes as to tbe prices or distance shall
be settled by the Mayor, or such other person as he may
designate,

skc. 24..In ell esses when the hiring of a hackney coach
.r cab I* not at the time thereof specified to be by the hour
It shall be deemed to be liy mile, and for sny detention ex¬
ceeding fifteen minutes, when so working by the mile, the

lofflowner or driver msy demsnd at the rate of 91 per hour.
Skc. 25..The owner or driver of any hackney coach or

cab shall not aemand or be entitled to receive sny par for
the cnnveyance of any passenger unless the number of the
carriage and rates of prices bs conspicuously fixed In anu on
¦aid carriage or cab, as hereinafter provided by sectton 1
.f article It'., under penalty ot 93.
Skc. 28..The owner or ariver ot any aaeh coach or cab who

may have demanded ml received any litre .In excess of
what is provided for in this nrticle. shall return the excess
received and be lianle In a penalty of 8-">.
Skc. 27..Every ltren*--d owner or driver of any hackney

"i shall Icoach or rah shall have the right to deman 1 his tare of the
person or persons employing him on their entering his
coocli or cab, and msy refuse conveying any such persou
as does not comply with said deinxod.

Sgc. 28..The fare In Jerome I'ark and Fleetwood Bark
will he as per -ertions 14 and 13 ol this article, with privi¬
lege of remaining from the commencement of the first race
to flltcvn minutes alter the conclusion of tbe last race on
race ctnva.

tirr. JO Krerjr licensed owner or driver of any hackney
coach, carriage or call In the city of Sew York, whenever lis
shall be with his coach, carriage ur cab on any public stanii,
oral any of the steamboat or other landing or railroad
depots, or while waiting for erapln) mrut at any place In said
citj.-ahall wear conepicuonaly on hia left l>rca»t a badge In
the form of a shield, to be made of Herman silver or other
white metal, and ot a aire sufficient to admit the nnmher of
the coach to be engraved thereon iu plain black figures and
no less than one-half Inch In length, with the word
"Licensed'' above and the word "liack" beneath such num¬
ber, iu semicircular form, the letters to be not less thau
one-quarter of an Inch in length.
AH complaints for violation of the above ordinance to be

made to the Mayor's Marshal, room No. 7, City Hall.
XBW YORK'S nisi;HACKVUt. STSTKW.

The practice of New York hnokmcn ia to totally dis¬
regard all law nnd ordinance, and to get all they can
out of passengers. It a gentleman go to the Alitor
Bouse, lor instance, and call a cab to tnke htm to Twen¬
ty-third atreet, the first question asked by the driver
Is;.
"Where do ye want lo go ?"
"Twenty third street. What's your fare?"
"Two dollars," replies the cabby.
"Well! Is that a proper tare ?'* f
"Oh, yes," replies the driver, and away yon go

within tne olty ordinance. Hut should a man be nn-
rortnnaic enough lo ask a driver at the Battery what ho
anntsior driving him lo I'nion square he will be
Charged $2 or t'i f>0; certainly nothing less.
There is no gauge or ritual at present In use whereby

cabmen can be governed.
A lew actual Insiunces will show this to those

nnncqustnted with the extortion prucilsod. A
short time since a gentleman arriving on ono
ol the Kuropean steamers put his trunks
and himself iuio a cab, nnd was driven
to his house In Ninety-third street. For this simple
service, and lor trsvelllng a distance of less than six
miles, ho wss compelled to pay I he sum of fill), or
about what he would bo asked to pay In 1'aria ivr an
entire week. Another gentleman, needing a into to
lake him lo the train-boat, loot of Cortlandt street,
(roin Thirty filth street, bad lo pay |A, while only a few
duys ago two genlleineo, hearing (hat a friend was in

Bellevuc Hospital, |wid $4 lor the use ol a back Irom
the City Ball Hark. The usual charge per hour Is |i 6n,
and it Is always considered ibe correct thing by cab¬
men to charge about double what their licenses permit
them to receive. What Is needed Is a strict enforce¬
ment ol the ordinances, such as they are, and the
ts.Hce instructed lo correct all abuses brought to their

lice. Thrn will be one step in ilie right direction
^¦next one ahould be an even greater reduction of
the ao,| ,|)t, pstablishmonl ol certain depots or
¦tailon vehicles attached to a stalmu should bo
tinder tt,e surveillance of a police ollicer and a
,lr""fhand laid on all rapacious drivers. The
m'<? drivers are not content with tbeir wngea
(11 'he belong t<> stables), and charge more than tliey
p*? I'lr owners Diners who own cabs prefer lo
.tanojie for hours and make a whole day's profit on
one < two |nrc, to taking moderate prices and being
D"'F It is quite nvidont that II the rule of lares were

an>'t.n(, uKe what would be pro|n«r lor such service
OnId be more patronized, Hie animals would be

P® 'er, and |ieop|v would not lael that they were

beingactually robbed. Now that tlio Centennial is
sbou t0 bring to our city large numbers ol strangers
Irom,broad, it behoves the authorities and the hack-
jnen > act in concert and not lose the golden oppor-lunit j0 g|Ve i|,e |JUb||0 proper accommodation lor
lair imunoratlon.

PERSONAL iAXKH.
A '"(-committee of tbn Assembly Committee on

Cities, composed of Messrs. Ougel, Whitson snd Pea-
body, tk|d B meeting at room Na 111 Astor Honso
yc.stcrda, Frederick Uugal, Jr., presiding. The ob-
VV n,"!,",K "¦* Hi investigate into the method
2L1 d

""fmiilt end collection ol personal taxes.
Ihe ileoei\,r Taxes, Uencral Msrtin T. McMsnon;his Marsha Mr. lUyus, and the Attorney for the Col¬
lection ol A-rears, Mr. K. D, Dale, were In aiti nnanco
and gained r0 idea of the inquiries thai would bt made.
The committee then adjourned lor one week, when the
formal exam nation ol witnessea will take piaco.

OUB GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS.

A stoppage or supplies.*o gas, mo watib,
MO COAL.ABE TOE MAILS TO HE MALE UP

OB DELIVEBED?
Tbe peremptory order Issued by the Secretary ot the

J Treasury to l'o.-tmuater James to cut off the gas and
water in the Post Office naturally created a fooling of
astonishment among those having business there, or

who aro In any way conversant with the immenso
amount ef labor performed in the building at night.
Forebodings ol irregular mails and the non-delivery of
letters were entertained, and Mr. James was over-

whelmed with visits Irom those seeking information as

to the precise state of affairs.
The Postmaster contented himself, In many In¬

stances, In exhibiting the official order received by
him, aud he was ut tlrst at a loss to deiormino on his
proper course of action, lie finally decided to appeal
to the bead of his department, and accordingly sent
the following telegram

Marshall, Acting Postmaster Gonersl,
Washington, D. C.
By orders Irom the .Secretary of the Treasnry I am

dirocted as rnstodian to shut oil gas Hnd water and to
discharge engineers, laborers and others, by reason ot
the exhaustion of the appropriation. We have coal on

hand, and engineers voinnieor to remain. Dirt Is in¬
separable from poverty, and thcreiore we can go with¬
out cleaners. But after to night gas will bo shut off,
nnd all night operations, and ail day operations in busc-

I niout and sub-basements, including newspaper depart¬
ments must close, uuless It is possible irom some Post
Office fund lo pay gns bills. Unless it Is Uono the eu-
tiro |K>stul service here will t>c crippled.

T. L JAX1ES, Postmaster.
In the mcantimo he ordered Mr. tie A Ice, the Assist-

ant Custodian of tho building, to discharge all or the
cleaners and as many of the engineers as possible.
Acting under these Instructions Mr. McAfee removed
twenty-two cleaners and fourteen engineers. Tha urea
of suriacc to be cleaned In the building every day,
counting all the stairways, rooms, passages, Ac., is
roughly estimated atscveu acres, besides tho multitude
ol windows and skylights. Heretofore the building
bus been kept remarkably clean nnd neat, but II the
operations of this nacessary department ure suspended
ninny days the dirt that must accumulate will not only
surprise and disgust the public, but the nmount of
work performed will be iho moro clearlv appreciated.
But the most Important lenturo in tho working econ¬

omy of the Post Office building is thai of gas. With-
out it no worg can be porlonued alter six P. M. No
malls eon be mude up, and none that muv come In
before duylight can be distributed. So perfect is the
system now observed that tbe rapid and prompt de-
pvery aud transmission of mutl matter Is taken by tho

| eiiblic us a more matter ot course, but if the night
mployda are compelled to au.npen d operations tbe
delay and inconvenience occasioned will bo seriously
tell and prove a positive loss to the community.
There may be some who will womlor bow it Is that

the necretary or iho Treasury has tho power thus to
to suspend tho operations of another department of the
government. The oxpluuatton is that all government
buildings uro under the sujiervislon aud care ot the
Treasury D.-partmeut, which has to heut, light and
keep ihem in order. As Postmaster, Mr. James is made
responsible custodian, wltb an assistant to look alter
tbe details of that branch of the work. living Post¬
master, be was much perplexed what to do yesterday,
lor, while be was compelled to obey the orders of the
Treasury Department, lie was, of course, solic.tous
about tho postal arrangements under his charge.
Deceiving no answer to his telegram to tho
Assistant Postmaster General, bo finally sent lor the
officials ot the Mutual Gas Company and requested
them to cut off the gas. The gas company, seeing
wbui a fix the Postmaster was in, decided to postpone
action until lo-dsy, so that last night work on the out¬
going aud incuuiing mails proceeded us usual, and
unless the order ol Mr. liristow is countermanded to¬
day, or In some way got over by Postmaster General
Jewell, who fortunately happens to be on his way hero
the gas will be cut off at two o clock, and tbe malls re'-
maln In xtalu quo. Tbe explanation of the Troasury
order is that the Congressional Committee on Aopro-
prlations have so far neglected to act on tho request of
Mr. Bristow lor s further appropriation lor
the maluienauce and care of ull governmental
buildings hroughoal the United States. Tbe appropria¬
tion reroived lor tho year was $300,000, and it Is osti-
mr.ted that $100,000 more will be qeeded. It Is lo be
hoped that the committee will tnko speedy action and
thus remove the present vexatious aud unplvusaul
slate of affairs.

Dust night Mr. McAfee extinguished all of the lights
possible, leaving only s sufficient number far the trans¬
action ot necessary business, so that the building looked
dark and dreary. Tha wat weatber yesterday mude
tbe passages and stairways very dirty, the slush being
in perfect sheets. Mr. McAleo seeing s lew ot bis dis¬
consolate cleaners sisuding idly by told them that IT
tbey chose to valuntocr to clean up tho corridors they
could do so, but he could not be responsible. A lew of
them did volunteer, and the damage that otherwise
would have been occasioned prevented. Had not these
men performed this work the interior would to-day bo
in a shocking condition.

AT TIIK CUSTOM IIOUMS.
The excitement st the Custom Houso yesterday with

reference to tho order ol tbe decroury of the Treas¬
ury forbidding any more expenditures for (del or light,
on account of the exhaustion of luuds set aside lor
sn.d requirements, was intense.
The engineers wore not discharged yesterday. They

received their pay under tne heading of "expenses of
collecting revenue."

POST OFFICE RECEIPTS.

Postmaster James' quarterly account shows tbs fol¬
lowing exhibit:.January receipt. $283,220; lor Febru¬
ary, $218,731 70; lor March, $238,378 18, realising a

total for the quarter of $821,637 031 Tbe box rents
amounted to $18,370; tbe sales of sumps, $782,791 62-
unpaid postage collected, $18,393 02; the postage
charged against tho offloo on unpaid letters, $9,321 03.
The balance due the Treasury on the Post Office ac¬
count Is $017,742 87. The receipts lor the past quarter
have been unusually largo, almost reaching In amount
those of Ihe quarter ending December 31, always the
largest In oach your.

TIIIIID CLASS POSTAL MATTER.

A committro of tho Board of Trade, consisting of
Messrs. Patrick Farrelly, a K. Bliss, O. W. C. Clarke
and Wallace 1'. Groom, had a conference yesterday
with Postmaster James in relation to the bill Intro
auced by Senator Hamlin relating to third class mall
matter. Tho committee objected to the milcago
clause In tbe bill on Ihe ground that merchants and
other senders of third class matter were often unable
to tell the exact distance Irom olio post office to an¬
other. The proposal to sump all such matter with the
namo of the despatching office was also declared to bo
Impracticable In many raaes, and other clausos were
declared liable to misconatruction. Tbe Postmaster
could give them no assistance, as he had not been con-
suited by the framcr ol the bill, so tbe commutes in-
tend to comer with the Postmaster General.

THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

A mooting or the Board of Troatcoa of tho East
Hirer Bridge was bold yesterday at the office of the
company, In Brooklyn. President Murphy occupied
the chair. There were present the following men-

bora:.Mayor Hcbroeder, Comptroller Powell, Presi-
dent tllocuui, of the Board of City Works; ex Registrar
Marshal, John Klely, J. Van Hbmck, Messrs. Turneure,
i nurber, stranaban, Motley, W. C. Klngaley, McLean
and Leonard.
From the cashier's report, whieh was read, It ap-

pears that the receipts ot the mon^i of March
amounted to $130 31, and the expenditures were
$4,ltTJ U0. A statement of the financial condition of
the company shows that the total amount ot money
received up' to date was $i,9T4,UJ 30. The amount
expended was $6,073,8M 70. The cash on hand in tho
bank is $4«J 00. The outstanding liabilinos of tho
company aro fMO,835 6J. besides unaudited hills
amounting to $10,407 si. The secretary then read a
memorandum of tho action of tbe Executive Commit-
tec with reference to tbe awarding ot tho contract 4or
wire rope lor tbe temporary bridge, which it Is pro¬
posed to commence in July, provided the tower on
tho Now York side shall have been completed by tbut
time. It waa resolved that tnese bide he referred buck
to the eommiitee, with power to award the contract
to the lowest responsible bidder.

BROOKLYN'S GOVERNMENT.

ALDERMEN RESENT AN INSULT.THB BEHERTOIB
FIGHT AGAIN.BADEAC's OFFBB.OAS.

The Brooklyn Board of Aldermen met yesterday
afternoon, President French In the chair. Tbe meet-

ing waa protracted and was remarkable for tbe oraton-
cat display of the members, to the great J«y of the
lobby. Tho Hempstead Reservoir proved, as nsual, a

prolific source of argument. A communication Irom
Cuminisalonera Adams and Fowler waa received,
setting forth that the reservoir bad been tested ami
loand to contain tbe twelve lest ol water required by
the Board of Aldermen. To leave the work incomplete
as it now is, they ssld, would Jeopardise the reservoir.
It Is not sate, and the Commissioners recommended
ihe completion of tbe work with granite, ae originally
provided lor.
The communication contained a great deal of matter

which waa offensive to the sensitive members of the
majority, touching . zeal (or no called reform," "doing
that which will inure to their political advantage," "a
miserable exhibition of weakness na the one in contem¬
plation by your honorable body," Ac.
Alderman Rowley move < tho reference of the com¬

munication to the City VForks Commissioner*, us It was
insulting. Alter n warm discussion it waa seul back.
From Messrs. Kings Icy and Kecney a protest against

further testing the dam in Its unfinished state was re-
co.ved. They claim to have lost on damage to ma-
rhinery by the untimely filling with witter, $J0,'00.
The communication wan raierred to a committee.
The matter requesting the Legislature to repeal the

act providing for tbe expenditure of $600,000 lor the
c mp'Ctiou of the reservoir was dtaousaed, but without
result.
The Iaiw Committee reported In favor of the acoept-

nnce of tbe oiler ol ex-Tax Collector Badeau to pay over

$30,000 te the eiir, the value ol his real end personal
estate, and to give him a receipt In full lor all cln ms

against him. The retiort was accepted by the Hoard.
The Committee on Limps and ties reoowmottded the

execution ol contracts with tho got companies at $3 36
per ,00u fee. nud the abolition ol 2,870 lamps, at n
saving of $£17,WW, j

RINKS AND BINKINO.

BOLLEB SKATES AMD 8KATIKO A REALLY GOOD,
HEALTHY SPORT.

The rink fevor which ha. eo rapidly permeated
European society is ml laat taking deep hold on our
own people, and in addition to the rink in the Plimp¬
ton building, on Stuyveaant street, private parlies ara

celling up cluba for tbo purpose of onjoying the ea t

lul exercise In this city and Brooklyn, the rinks to be

comparatively small as they are Intended for the use or
the members only. In San Francisco and Sacramento,
CaL. and Portland, Oregon, public rinks have already
been opened and $35,000 worth or the roller skates
have been shipped there, so that the go-ahead peo¬
ple of the Paetllc slope are enjoying a lashlonablc and
popular sport which originated in New York before the
New Yorkers themselves arc allowed to participate ex

ccpl in a slight degree in its delights. This, on the oue

hand, arises from the inability at present to maculae-
lure the skates as last as they are ordered, and a desire
on the part ol the manufacturer to distribute them at a

distance llrst, so that the appreciation of strangers will

prevent tbo possible detraction of neighbors, on the
principle that a prophet never has any right in is

No sport or exercise Is so commendable for Its

healthy, social and enjoyable exoitement as skating;
but up to the last few years, with one or two ex¬

ceptions, good tee baa been tho ope prerequisite lor it.

enjoyment, while good skates have also been found
necessary in order to routine its enure attractiveness.
For yesrs tbo Ingenuity of Inventors bsd been
directed to perfecting the ice skalo until tbo contras
between tho "shank bone of s sheep ordealJT*?"tho feote, and under the heels" and tho finished -Club
Skate" ol to-day, with Its plated mountings aud me.al
fastenings, is as great as that between the aunga or

wain and the railway train, or tho coraole ol tho an¬

cient Britisher and the finished craft ot the New York
Yacht Club to day. The necessity or ice, however,
necessarily conUned the cnjoyuieutof skating to the
winter season in tho few short weeks King Frost laid
bis congealing hands on the waters of our ponds and
rivers and made them tributary to tho "rockere and

.i10 skate loviug community. Attempts
have beeiTmado Irom time lo time to, a. .1 wore upset
tbo season and In tbo conilortable rink, by artlllcial
irrann coal its llooritig with a sheet ol mauulaoturedIce* but tbo expense has generally boon so enormous
hat It has not as yet proved a successlu! enterprise, us
Proiessor tiuuijee. the present experimenter In London,
* Tho'onty°*iiocesMtul substitute has been tho "rollor
skate " which now in us perlecliott luliv equals tho
aterl runner aud the "poetry ol motion Unds its par-
ul'oi in ouch. Accidents have been charged to both;
but with cure and attonlion, they can be almost en-
tirelv avoided. During tuo paat tourieen years, on all
th« oublic skating roaoris in tho neighborhood ol .NewYor^ there has not been a single instance
receded of persons drowned while skating; and
though some accidents may have resulted from
linortideul exposure to cold, or negligou
protect tne person Irom lis Influence after tho
exercise thev might all havo been prevented by pru-
dooce and care. The accidents to limb which oeca-
sionally haptien are no moro In proportion than anyS iMfi la liable to. As lar as roller skatiug is
concerned, of 60.000 visitors at the Chelsea (England)
Koval Avenue Klnic only ouo met tviih an accident,
and ihat a broken arm, care in the management show¬
ing that the percentage of danger is In lavor ot this
novel though not altogether new amusement.

Holler saaling wua attempted in Paris in 1819, the
¦kales oonsisllng of a sole with ihreo brass whools, two
on an under the ball of Ihe loot and the third
under the heeL Tho actor Dumas Introduced them on
the stage? and when the operant "Le Prophete" was
first produced in 1849 one scene Included a ballet
on roller skates. In this country a lew years
, th« took' tbo form of u blent©with lour rubber rolbra fixed longitudinally, but
those us woll as tho improvement.two very short
axles with rubber rollers at each enddlrectly under the
foot.soon loll into disuse in consequeuco of the dan-
ser In describing a quick curve from the flattening of
the rollers or tholr sudden wesr by tho heal from fric¬
tion Jackson llayuos and two or three other experts
ai hicved nolorietj through it, but the sport, though
acceptable, roll into disuse lor the reasons staled.
Mr

*
1. Plimpton, a New \orkor, conceived the

Idea, however, that with the proper appllancos roller
BkauiiB would be accepted wituevun more than lavor,
and h«?therelore devoted lime and money to the de¬
velopment of his theory, beveralyews ofmorul^ uag
failures and the expenditure ol over $2°,000 in money
tiu'iiiv culminated in the prosent roller skate, wnicn
haa created such a lurore In Europe, and is l.kely to do^hero Dom present appearances. The skate in so con.
strucied tnat the most awkward can use It, lie
boxwood rollers, by its rubber flexiblejoint,
wearer to glide over the aaphall or cement as easily
and as a a ill ly as on the cutting blade over the Ice
Plimpton's great Invention Is the Joint spoken ol, and
Itoouaista effa npheroWal cylinder of rubber, so ar-
rouged lu the centre ot the sole of the skate that by
tho slldhtest inclination ol tho foot it causes the axles
ol each wheel to converge and thus change the line id"
motion This bus been pronounced lu ono tense a new
mechanical principle, or rather a new application of a
wmciple and as such It has beer, secured by letters
patent to Mr. Plimpton, who thus secures for a long
term of years the exclusive right to manuiacture and[1KO thc pre.eut roller skate In all parts ol the world.
lu order however, to make it altogether an American
invenuoa and sport, the whole world is s"PP .ed rom

t .t ,.» w|.irn th#v only can be mud©..that of llr.
James J McCorm'ck^ conier ol Atn.ll. mid Tenth
Rtrecta. Williamsburg. There night aud day hcorey of«^i.Aie.are buVy turning out the skates. New
lmddiugs .re in course of erection to increase the sup-^S of an rrticle Of manufacture lor which at proacnt
ih.rn is an enormous demand.
The snort lu England ta called "rtnktog, and the

furore -ittendlnir it. introduction has decided aillrma
uvelv Out It is not dangerous, is a healthy amuse-n.enfaud a lasting one. That It is healthy may be in-"erred from the aP|K-nranco of the ladle, who indulgeInltsenjoyments, lurnlshtng. as it ooos, au improved
condition of body'and miud that no other excrciso can
cive Tho gymnasium, by us violent curriculum. Ire-
nuently itO»ro» more tbau .1 benefll.; equestrian ex-2rclsc walking and boating possess only portion, of
«Ks. i .enatiin ot roller sk&tinc« which it th© ititMt onlySo, iSnV "R*'ler skating stimulates theelnlra system, increases the circulation, .rouses the
viscora and limbs Irom lassitude aud .wakens the
hrntn thus bringing into play ail th« recuperativenowc'rs ln the sy item,'1 .o that In the course of a fewleek" Practice in the out door rink "the slender
siooi) not the nervous are fearless, the stoutish show no
superfluous fat and tbo awkward bocomo giacelulAs^o Its lasting, the social enjoyment which isoneof
ihe chuHcharacteristic, of skating, lu opportunities
lor conversation, the mauy games that may be enjoyed,
the elegance of Its dances and the exquisite adaptation
ol lu motions to music, ludwse the opinion or an
eminent English engineer, P.*"®1" ,u c1u*' co°-

«¦-a-." ». .«.
h .v no the preference In tho Old World, bot so far on
Mils side of the Atlantic closed rinks only ara in opera¬
tion.

ClUCKET.

ARRANGEMENTS FOB TBB COM1NO SEABOM.THE

CLUBS AND THE CENTENNIAL MATCHER.
During the coming summer, cricket, which for

years has held . secondary place to base ball among
tbe Held games of this country, promisee to take a

mora prominent position. The arrangements for
matches and tbe proposed doings of the various clubs
balling from New York and Its vicinity will be found
detailed below:.

TUB BT. nSOROS'S CI.PR.

Tbe St. George's Cricket Club was established In
1839, and has always held a front rank among cricset
clubs In this country. Their playing ground Is situ¬

ated at the foot of Ninth streot, Hobokon, the In-
closure occupying a spaco of about 700x300 feet A new

roof has been put on tbe club bouse, and next week
it will be painted and thoroughly cleaned. George
Giles, who so ably managed the grounds last year, has
been re-engaged as prolessional and will take care of
the members' wants during the season. Prom the
present outlook Giles will have bis hands full, as when
ibe seaeon opens ibero will he a continuous run of
nuitches, not only with the local clubs, but with sn
extra number uf visiting elevens. As yet however,
no definite arrangements have been made; but It Is
expected, and the expectation amounts slmoet lo a

certainty, that the Youug America and other claim in
Philadelphia will visit the Kt George's Club snd play
games upon their grounds in Hobokrn. Alter that
games will be Played upon the new cricket grounds In
Philadelphia. It is also expected that an English eleven
will visit the Centennial Exhibition and compete with
their countrymen in Philadelphia, New York and other
rmea. The ML George's Club is also In negotiation
with the Malllax, N. 8., loom to play several matches.
Altogether the season promises to be very success¬
ful, and tbe lovers of cricket can expect to be fully
satistloiL But to connection with this mailer
it seems stange to say, but It Is nevertheless true,
that the game has been supported less year by year
by resident Englishmen, though from the present out¬
look It Is thought they will in luture givo a hearty
support to It, especially In this city.

l tie following are the officers of Iho St. George's
Club for the present year:.1'resldenl, J. T. Soulier;
Vice President, George T. Green; Secretary, D. It.
Gilbert; Treasurer, Kranklin Saileribwatte(Committee,
Messrs. Gib is, Sleigh, Moaiyn and Moeratt. Mr.
Charles Vinton, who was ireaaurer ol the club for the
past lorty years, recently met with a severe accident,
which bus compelled hun lo remain at home and re¬
sign hie oltlce. His succeMor .* Br. Franklin Sat-
terihwmto, one ol ibe oldest and mont active members
of the club.

tub xaxbatts.v I'Biraxt n.ra
Tbe Manhattan Cricket t'lub has been In existence

for over twenty years, and its record Is one of tbe best
In tbe city. For the pest two years they have been
without a ground ol their own to practise on, but from
187b lo 1874 they engaged tb# St. George's grounds for
thai purpose, Using refused a lurllicr lease, the club, in
1874 ft, pla)ed games as ihey were challenged, having
no pracine; but thotr record was excellent in botn
years. A lew Weeks ago Ibe club met and re-elected
the old veteran James Noevea President, and Mr. G.
McDongall as secretary. The dob will meet again In a
low weeks lo arrange lor Iho coming season. It Is #x-

pooled that an arrangement will be made to play and
practice on the Elysian F olds, lioboken. Appli¬
cation liaa been made to the i'ark Commissioners to
allow tliera to play in Central Park, and their
decision has not yet boon auuouncod. It is reared,
however, ibat tbe i'ark Commissioucrs will roluse, on
the ground that the spikes on ihe shoes will cut up
the law n. In i be original map of Central Park there is
a plot laid out for cricket, but ho games have yet been
played thereon.

RTATKX ISLAND CLl'B.
Tbo Statcii Island Club is In good condition and will

play sevnrul matches this season. Their grounds at
l amp Washing'on, 8. I., will be occupied this season aa
heretofore. Mr. William Brewster, their old profes-
atonal, will once more bare charge.

MOSHKCT PARK CLCB.
The Prospect Park Club will shortly hold their

annual mooting to make arrangements for the coming
season. The club bns a largo number of members and
la In a prosperous condition.

HANDBALL AND RACKET.
The lovers of these games met in foroe yesterday af-

toruoon at McQuadc's court, lladison stroet, tbreo
long pending matches having to be decided. Tbe first
contest was between Messrs. William Herbert and W.
Dougherty against Denis Counora and Michael McCon-
nelL The flrst namod gentleman wore successful, the
scores being:.Herbert and Dougherty, 21, 10, 21;
Donnors and McConuoll, 9, 21, 19.
A second game brought out Messrs. Burke and Son

against John O'Neil and Aug. Davis, the bona of con¬

tention being a purse ot $50. Much excitement pre¬
vailed In the galleries during the progress of this
muicb, which was llnally decided as follows:.Burke
aud Son, 11, 21, 21; O'Neil aiut Davis, 21, 16, IS.
The principal event of Uic day *u a struggle at

American rackets, in which Mr. A. H. Nichols, the
well known "third base" of the Mutual Base Ball Club,
played single-handed against Messrs. Edward Law lor
una Michael Lynch. At the clngo of the conti st the
score stood:.Nichols, 21, 12,21; Lawlcr and Lynch,
16, 21, 17.
Two important events will bo decided this afternoon

in tbe above-uainod court. Tbo lour prinoipal baud-
ball players ol the Union.Alderman Dunne, Bernard
MoQuade and Philip and James Casey.will contend
lor a prize ol $400, alter which tho four rackol cham¬
pions.fitxpuirtck, James Keating, Morris Moore and
John Lcnihuii.will dectdo possession of $200 with the
bats. Play commences at ball-past one P. M.

POSTPONEMENT OF THX CENTENNIAL TOURNA¬
MENT.

To thb Editor or tiir Hkkald :.
Tho Metropolitan Committee of tbe Centenulal Inter¬

national lUckel and Handball Tournament having
been requested by numorous gentlemen in Canada and
our Western .States to defor the opening ot tho said
contest, so as to cnabio themselves and others to par-
ticip.itc in the various matches, it has, therefore, been
decided by the committee to postpone the commence¬
ment ol the tnceUug trom tbe 17th of April to 1st of
June next. JAMES DUNNE, Chairman.
Bsbmard McQcadk, Hon. aovrefury.

MINIATURE YACHTING.

The American Model Yacbt Association held its rcgu-
lar annual meeting last evening, at the house of Mr.
l'hlllp Brasher, No. 77 Willow street. Brooklyn. The
principal eveut of the meeting was the election of
officers for the ccntonnlal year, which resulted in the
choice of the following gentlemen:.Captain John Cole,
Commodore; J. C. Pelo, President; C. C. Ryder, Secre¬
tary; N. E. I Vase, Treasurer; and M. Wood, Measurer.
The American Model Yacht Association Is in a more

prosperous condition thts year than ever before.
Several new yurhis have been added to the fleet since
last season, all huvlng been built by members of the
club. The following Is a list ol the yachts, over thirty-
six inches !u length, represented at ibo mee.lng last
night, all of which have been thorously overhauled
during the winter and will appear in good trim on the
pretty Prospect Park Lake on the day of the opening
regatta of the club:.Judie, length, over all, 06 inches,
beam 18 Inches, depth 7 inches; Maria, length 60
Inches, beam 18 inches, depth 6 Inches; Mattto, length
(til Inches, beam 16 inches, dept 7 inches; tSadle, length
42 Inches, beam 12 inches, depth Inches;
Commodore Yoorhiss, length 64 Inches, beam
lfl.'a inches, depth 7 inches; Emma, length
48 inches, beujn 10 inches, depth 5 inches; John Cole,
length At inches, beam 17 inches, depth 7 Inches.
Amoug the new bonis which will contest for tho
various prizes offered by members during the summer
are the Cornelia, whose dimensions are, length 66
inches, beam 19 Inchon, depth 6 Inches (Captain Colo,
builder); tho sloop La Bayadere, length 61 inches,
beam 19 >4 inches, depth 0 incbos yiuilt by Mr. P.
Brasher;; anew schooner, built by Mr. C. C. Ryder,
length 42 tuches, beam 12 lucbes, depth inches,
and a new boat by Mr. M. Wood, length 46 inches,
beam 14 inches, and depth 41{ inches.
For the opening day of the club, tbe 22d Inst, has

been selected.

RUNNING AND TROTTING AT MO¬
BILE.

Magnolia Jockrt Club.Spring Mrrtino.First
Day.First Bach.One mile dash; purse $100; $70
to flrst, $20 to second and $10 to third.
W. Cottrill's b. m. Puss Broadnnx, by Danlal Boons,
dam Eveline, by Brown Dick. 1

W. Cottrill's b. h. Nelligan, 6 years, by Harry of the
West, dam Eveline, by Itrowu Itlck 2

W. B. Cheatham's br. b. Newborn, 4 years, by Van-
del, dam Lena Hardin, bv imp. Uloncoe S

rime.1:60V
Second Rack..One and one fourth mile dash; purse

«126; $80 to flrst, $00 to second and $16 to third.
Cottrill's br. h. Neiligin, pedigreo as above..... 1

N. H. Cboatbam's br. b. Newborn, pedigree aa
abovo 2

W. II. Williamson's ch. m. Carrie Fish. 4 years, by
Daniel Boone, dam by Bill Cheathum.. 3

j- Time.2:18.Third Rack.Trotting..Rest threo In five: purse
$100; $70 to Drat, $20 to second and $10 to third; tor
horses that have never iieaton 2:4-\
L it. Fordney'sb. m. Edna Karle 2 111
G. U. Shawhin's a in. Itirdte 1 2 2 dr
E II. Toulmln's b. g. Dick Abrama 3 3 3
John McDonald's br. m. Alice dis.
AL Williams' Jefl Boone die.

Time, 2:52V.2:4!Hj.:2:49.2:40.

HOUSE NOTES.

Detailed reports of the two-mile runnfgg rarest 8a«
Francisco, March 26, contain nothing of Importance
that was not given In our co'umns by telegraph tbo
day after the raoe. Neither Hock Hocking nor Revenue
will ever run again, tbe latter having broken down In
tbe race, while Hock Hocking was In that condition
bclore he alerted. The latter has been lame for mora
inau a year, and should have been retired from the
turf In 1874.
Botany Bnjr will bo trained this year.
Mr. M. H. Sanford has intelligence that bla three-

year-old colt Bay Eagle, entered in England for the
Derby and St. Leger, has thrown oat a curb, and, as a

neceMlty, has boon Mopped In hla work. Bay Eagle
will probably be roady to run lor the St. Leger.
Kentuokiana In tbla city are offering to bet on Va¬

grant agalnat Parole, ahould they both start at Louis¬
ville In the Kentucky Derby. Tbey may both be
beaten, however, and not placed, as there are a num¬

ber of first class colts and Allies among the entries.

O'LEARY, THE PEDESTRIAN.

Yesterday Daniel O'l^ary, the Chicago pedestrian,
entered upon the performance of a remarkable feat In
walking. He purposes walking 600 miles within 144
hour*, bat believes be will accomplish tho dlstsnco In
140 hours, thus boating a previous performance In
Chicago, which was In 142X hours.

GRJECO-ROMAN WRESTLING.
To THB Editor or thb Hkrai.d:.

Will yon obllse me by Inserting the following In
your valuable paper:.I hereby ctfaUengo any man in

America, weighing not over 140 lbs., towrestlo me,
Uru'co-Roman style, best three In Ave, for $100 up to
$6<iO a side and the light weight championship ol this
country. Any wrestler wishing to accept tho above
can see mo at Wood's gymnasium. Youra respect¬
fully, WILLIAM J. AUSTIN.
Nay Yoas, April 3,1878.

SPORTING EVENTS ABROAD.
The London Timet of March 2$, In an artlclo on the

University Boat Kaco, aays:.There has been some

chsnge In tho weights of the oarsmen of the two crewn
during tho last few days, and the following are oorreot,
the Oxford crew having weighed yesterday and tho
Cambridge men on Tuesday. It will be teen that tbero
Is uo great disparity between thorn:.

t/jtfnrd. sit. !M. Cambridge. St. Lbt.
1. H. M. Courtney..11 1. P. W. llrancker.il 6
2 IL W. Mercer....11 6 2 T. W. Lewis....11 II
3. P. Williams 12 6X 3 W. B. Close....11 12
4. A. M. Mill hison. .13 U* 4. C. Cordon 1'2 »
6. J. M. Bonstead. ..12 T'* (. I.. It. 1'iko 12 9
0. H. J. Ktayncr....12 0 , 8. T. K. llocken ..12 II)

H. P. Marriott....12 0'; 7. II. K. Rhodes..1$ 2><
T. C. Edwards, SL12 4 K. D. Sbaflo, at. 12 0
W. D. Craven,cox. 7 9 O. L. Davis, cox. 7 0

COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL ALUMNI.
The aonnal reunion of the alnmnl of the Law School

of Columbia Collego will bo bold at Delmonico's, Four¬
teenth street, on the evening of April 7. The affair
promisee to bo one of tho most successful given by the
alumni lor some years, and several distinguished legal
lights are expected to be present. Tickois can be ob¬
tained Irom J. K. Adams, the president, No. li Warren
street; Leicester P. Holme, secretary, No. 2*; Broad¬
way; Judge Kelly, No. liu Broadway; K. A. Van
Wyok, No. 113 Broadway! Frederick J. Do Peyater,
No. Ill Broadway, and ox-Judgo Koch, No. 322 Broad¬
way.

MOODY AND 8ANKEY.
The featherings at tho Hippodrome yesterday were

entailer than on any day sinco the erangeliau began
their labors in this eity. About 1.500 person* were

present at the noon meeting, and tlie atmos¬
phere was chilly aud damp. Mr. Moody bused
his discourse on tho flight of David from
Jerusalem because of Absalom's rebellion, when ho
wius followed by the Hittilc. Ho drew the lesson that
tho love of Jesus should warm the hearts of sinners
and loud them to repentance. The tuquiry room* wuro
tolerably lull m the aliernoon, the prayers being Iro-
quont and responsive, lu the evening fullv 8,000 peo¬
ple were presont. Mr. Sankey led the singing and Drs.
Stephenson and Fletcher, of Dublin. addresaad the
a.-*emhlage, alter wnicli Mr. Saukey sung, "Watching
and Waiting for Me." Rev. l)r. Hooth delivered the
closing address, and spoko of the grout work that
had been accomplished by the evangelists. U now
devolved on the ministers to carry on tho
revival. Largo numbers aiieuded in the Inquiry room.
Mr. Tlturlow Weed was prosent last evunmg, as asset.
Mr. Moody presided, as |ier announcement, at a meet¬
ing of young converts in Association llali, corner of
Twenty-third street and Fourth aveuuo.

MINISTERS' CONFERENCE.
The Methodist ministers held two meetings yester¬

day morning.one In I be mission chapel ol the Book
Concern, and one in their aloro. While tho brethren
up stairs wore telling one another how good
and happy they felt, and prayiug that tho
Lord Himself would mako the appointments
this year in connection with the Conlerenca
bishops und the presiding elders, the hrethron
down Mtairs wero "making up tho slate," so that the
bishops and the elders and tho Lord, too, should not
havo much troublo In making out tho appointments.
It Is always nnder.-tood that the Lord makes the ap¬
pointments every year for Methodist minis¬

ters, albeit they themselves are not remiss In
looking out lor nnmber one, and thereby Icssouing tho
anxiety ol the appointing power, home of the brethren
up stairs wore "walking Indurkness'' as lothoir where¬
abouts next year, but, nevertheless, they trusted In tho
promises ol' HocL Others ol them have had a hard
time during tho last ecclcsinstlcol year pulling against
the stream, but they would lain hold ou another year
If they could, because the chances as well us the
changes will be better then than now. The brethren
lu the book store had "very little pruy" In tbeui, after
the labors of the Sabbath, tnough it thoro had been a
discussion up stairs they would have taken part in it.
*Tney, however, had a meeting that was tpore agreeable,
if not more prodtuble to themselves, while their breth¬
ren above wero equally well pleased. Father De Ytnne,
now In his eighty-tilth year, was reminded of tho Urst
Methodist prayer meeting ho ever entered, sixty-seven
years age, when and whore he was con¬
verted, and he has notther lost his love
tor Methodism nor for prayer meetings ever
since. Mr. Wolff was reminded of the Urst Metn-
odist prayer meeting which ho entered nineteen years
ago, when he thought lie was a freethinker, but sinco
his conversion he has discovered tliut his former
mental condition was a misnomer, and that only siuce
Do became u Christian has he boen in truta'a free-
t In n ker of the best sort.
Besides the New York Conference, which will meet

to-morrow, with Bishop Foster, in the Free Taber¬
nacle, in West Thlriy-iourth street, uud the New York
Fast Conference, which will convene ut the same date
In Hanson place church, Brooklyn, the Fast Gertnun
Conlereuoe is to gather also on Thursday morning in
Second street German Methodist Fplscopul church, in
this city, there will be some changes made in tbo ap-
pointments In this Conference, ami lor each and all of
thorn earnest prayers were oflerod up yesterday. Alter
Conlereuco tho Methodist ministers elect officers
for their association lor the year, consequently
yesterday thoy appointed a committee of live, constat-
ing ol Revs. F. Browu, M. 8. Terry, U. Wolff, J. L. G.
McKeown and Flbert Usborn to make nominations
und to report to the meeting In two weokH, April 17.
to which date thoy adjourned. The Baptist ministers'
Conference dlscus-ied their centennial matters. They
propose, If tbey get money enough, to endow all their
present educational institutions and put ibem beyond
the peradventure of failure; to pay off all tnetr church
dolus and set them free; to establish new colleges aud
universities where thero is a need lor them; to lncreaso
their missionary appropriations and enterprise, and to
raise up monuinouts to Baptist greatness and liberality
all over the laud.a grand programme, but with an

important "II" lu it. Tbey may, however, liolore tho
year Is ended bo able to ring tho bells of freedom for
churches and colleges

BROOKLYN PRESBYTERY.

The Brooklyn Presbytery convened yestorday in

Tbroop Aveuuo church, the Rev. Thomas Crowiber
acting as Moderator. Among the business transacted
in the afternoon was the refusal of Ibo Presbytery to
strike from its roll tho naroo of the Rev. A. Lambert-
son at his own request, he giving as a reason therefor
his literary and sporting engagements.
Tbo committee on assessments reported a schedule

for taxation tor the current year.
In the evening aossion tho overture of the General

Assembly on representation was negatived unani¬
mously, and the Presbytery adopted an overture to
the Assembly asking lor tho appointment of a small
committee, who shull ascertain the mind ol the
churches as to the proper basis of representation, aud
shall thereupon prepare an overture which may bo
adopted. Nominations for clerical and lay commis¬
sioners to the General Assembly were made. Ther are
to tic elected at noon to-day. Out ol the 4,5U0 nhurclios
In the United Slates only 1,000 have a* yet reported
any missionary collections during the yenr. Tho re¬

ceipts lor the past mod III amounted to $55,000, being
f i.OOO more than for the aamo month of 1H75. But
unless lunds come In quicker and larger than they liava
the mission treasury will be In debt $00,000 at the close
of the presont ecclesiastical year.

BUSINESS TROUBLES.

The failure of F. L. Helsor A Co., note broken, o(
No. 2ft Wail atreol, was announced on iheatreel yenter-
day. The Arm of Henry Heisor's Sons was organized
In 186ft, with a cash capital of $70,000, but in 1873 the
old llrm dissolved, and Mr. F. L. Melser and Ills brother
continued the bnelnosa under the firm name of F.
L. lleiscr Ik Co. The present Arm has never boon con¬

sidered very strong. Its liabilities will not exceed
$.10,000.
K B. I.ovy Ac Co., Jewellers, of No. 307 Broadway,

and Abraham Abrahams have mado assignments to

llenry Ottenburg and howls Ueyman, respectively, for
the bonetlt of their creditors.
James L., Fetor D. and Thomas T. (Jr.) Pturges bavo

been adjudicated bankrupts by Judge Blatchiord, of tbo
Unltod States District Court, opon tho petition of sev-

eral of their creditors. The case has been referred to

"Register Allen, of No. 162 Broadway.
At a meeting of the creditors of Lloyd St I nor, held

yesterday at the oltlce of Register Ketcbum, Bennett
Building, tboro was no opposition offered to the dis¬
charge ol the bankrupt.
The Arst composition meeting of tho creditors of

John Heltner, dealer In diamonds, was held yesterday,
at the ofllce of Register Isaac Dayton, No. 322 Broad-
way. The bankrupt made an offer oi twenty cents on
the dollar, which was accepted by a majority of tnoso
present, making the composition binding.

In tho matter of Kphraim R. Stelnhurdt, ol Funk k
Steiohardt, former lessees of Irving Rail, who made
an Oder of ten por cent, cash, in payment of his share
ol the Arm's debt, which ofTer was accepted by tho
creditors at their meeting at Register Dayton's office
last week, the Court has entered the order conOrming
the composition, and It will be paid to the creditors
within ten days.
The meeting of the creditors of Clears k Betdler,

which wus to have been held yesterday at Register
Keichum's office, to show cause why Mr. /.eldler
should not be discharged, was adjourned nntilthe 10th
Inst, on account ot the oankrnpt's counsel not being
prepared with the papers.
Tho llrst meeting ol tho creditors of Messrs. Hams.

Richmond Ac Shaler, wholesale clothiers, ol No. 6AO
Broadway, will be held this afternoon at the ofllce of
Register John Fitch, No, 346 Broadway. The purpose
or the nioeting will he to prove debts and elect an

assignee.
At Register Fitch's ofllco this afternoon also, there

will be a Arst meeting of tho creditors of Messrs. Har¬
ris Ac Jscob I'eisor to prove claims and oloct an as¬

signee.
The llrst meeting of the creditors of Croner Ac

Shutc. tailors, of No. 737 Sixth avenue, wiis held yes-
terduy at the office of Register J. T. Williams, No 4
Warren street. Forty-three debts were proved, aggre¬
gating about (16,00b, of which the following were the
largestJ. Adrtance Hush, $3,600: K. N. Van lngen,
$2,407 68; John H. McCrockor. $1,600, and H. B.
Clullin Ac Co., $801 35. No choice of assignee Wus

made, and the meeting was adjourned until to morrow
at two 1'. M., at the same place.
Tho Arm of Avery A Kiggms, steam heating and ven-

tllating apparatus, at Nos. ;t Broad street and 4.11 F.ast
Tenth street, worn recently adjudged bankrupts by
liogisier Williams on the petition* ot J. (I. Johnson ft
Co., whose claim was $1,610 Oft, and Hunter, Keller Ac
Co., $2,106 78. who assert that they comprise one-
fourth of all the creditors. Dcorge it. Riggios, one ol
the partners, subsequently took proceedings to have
the adjudication racaied, slating In nts affidavit that
bankruptcy proceedings were Instigated by Avery, aud
the petitioners were his personal Iricnds. Tho plan, lie
alleged, was to put the nrrn into bankruptcy, ami on
the sale ol tho estate have il purchased by Irletids at a
small sum and then deliver the whole to
Avery, who would thus get rid ol Rlggins !
and avoid any settlement with him ol the copartner¬
ship affklr*. Mr. Riggin* further averred
that there were at least sixteen other creditors ho'd-
Ing claims lor severnl thousand dollars, and denied
the indebtedness claimed bv Johnson A <'o. and Hun¬
ter, Keller A Co. Judge Ulatchlord has set aside aud
vacated the adjudication and all subsequent proceed¬
ing* thereunder.
Albert Van Winkle A Son, shin chandlers, at No. 205

West street, who lulled Inst week, havo offered to com¬
promise with tbeir creditors at tweuty cents on the
dollar, payable in three, six snd nine mouths' time;
The lutliire ol Albert F. t lander*. dealer in china and

crockery ware at No. 14b Sixth avenue, is announced.
The liabilities nre not large.

Receiver French, or the teopls's .Saving* Bank, will
to-day begin the payment ol a dividend of thirty-
three and one-third |mr reut to all depositors whose
hooks have been balanoed, at the batik building, corner
ol Third avenue and Twenty third street.

Remarkable Movement Among the
Rank and File.

RAISING A "LEG'SLATIVE FUND."

The Commissioners Threaten the
Men with Dismissal.

Two week. ago Police Commissioner r.aardt re
ceivod inlormetioD that a project wu on .00. .moo,
members of ibo lorce to raise the .urn of $11,000 to be
used lu defeating the bill now boloro tbo LegiaUture
making certain changes In the law relatiro to the
department. On investigating tbe matter he learned
that a meeting lor that purpose had been held over a

liquor saloon, at No. 4:10 Sixth .venue, in which some

twenty policemen participated. {»horlly afterward ho
came in possession of documents that threw considera.
bio light on the movement, hut desiring to await lur-
ther developments postponed action. Each day broughl
now rumors as to the streugth of the movement and
the growing dlssutislactiou among policemen to lbs
bill
The provisions regarded by them as especially ob¬

noxious are, It is suid, In rulatlon to the gradation of
patrolmen's salaries and giving tho Board power to
dismiss bv cuneurrcut vote any member of tbo lorco
without trial or hearing. The former provision, It will
bo remombered, mukcs two classes of patrolmen. To
now oMcera and to such others us tho Board may
designate $000 a year la to bo paid. Ollloors who have
distinguished themselves by mcr torious services and
those who displuy more than ordinary ability in the per-
foimance of their duties the present rate of compensa¬
tion, $1,200 per annum, will ho allowed. This provi¬
sion allecis only patrolmen. Higher officers, such as

sergeants, captains and inspectors, will roccive, by an¬
other provision, a considerable Incroase of salary.
The second obnoxious provision, relating to tho re¬

moval of uuy members of tho lorco by tho Iloard
without trial, receives the opposition ol all, from tho
cunlalus to the patrolmen. The inspectors do not,
either, regunl the proposed fnnovaliou with a feeling of
n'E1rly'lust week Commissioner Erbnrdt came In pos-
session of two circular letters relating to the move¬
ment a copy of which had been sent to the^treasurerol the Police Mutual Aid Society In each precinct.

T1IK CIMCLAM.
The letters, which boar no signaturo, read as fol¬

lows:.
March 17, 1870.

T0uTs"« ma-lfnot .°ya£Sfyf5 are*'requested*to .end a

one P. M.
A'"the second bears th. date or March 20, and Is aa lol-

llic.it Sir The notice which you received calling for a
meeting 2 be held at No. 43« Hlxtl. .vena. 00 bnndsy.Milrch lb at one P. M.. he. been the mistake of a superior
onicer ami not of tbo committee. The meeting should

tWT>.«r«M'wtll be a meeting on th. 22d at two P. M.. at tho
ahove number. Kor any inrtlier Infullliation call on John

*p*3f.Do'nott'aBto*be "prc"cntc<L T.ar tbl. np and
present the envelope at the door.
Commissioner Erhsrdt next learned t^itthomeotlng1,11,1 laien held and the project sot lu motion, tho assess-

ment bmng tlxod at $6 per man, tho calculation being
lor $11,000, ol which $10,000 was to he used to
ttm nassngo of the bill and tho remainder to bo ex-
peuuod in collecting tho money and lor lncldenurt ex¬penses Twenty two liuudrod patrolmen and officers
were reckoned upon as sure contributors to the loud.
Tne meetlug was enthusiastic, so lar as speeches were
concerned, hut rather meagre 1"J*? atJoCVmeeting *
boinc oulv twenty pornon* prei-onl otner mteung.%
however, H is understood, hare been held, and one is
sot down lor next Thursday.

actio* or th* boa an.
Yesterday afternoon President Smith called aspectJ

mooting of llio Board to take action 012 tho matter.
The session wa* wUh closed doors. The subject was
discussed in all Its details, each Commissioner bellev-fng thaTtinlesstbe movement immediateI,W*
the ihscitiline of tho force would be Impaired, tue
rule in the maiTual lorbhldtug members of the depart
ment contributing money lor political
I7al ordTw." then''acfopted for Immedla.e promulg*
Hon to the force:.

neU Si once that the arrangements which «"»"?fl*have made to r.l.a $1U»«> 'or^/J^aftbSfflUSSunion at Albany in regard to police laws as tue ¦

BlSiPM
Very re»P*eUu(.{i,,l|rroan Committee llule. and l>iectpl»nw.
After tho adjournment of tho session Commissioner

vrhardt cuuso l to bo telegraphed to the vnriou. pre-citmtaitnbrder lor 2! the mimber. of the lorco wno
had alloiided any of tho meetings to come to hla .offlo*forthwith Within an hour the lobby wal fllledwitb
patrolmen, roundsmen and sergeants
uiw.ni thirtv-dve They wore examined separately anatl7tr atiswers taken liown by a stenographer for lutur.

of ,».. natnber boldly ndmltted their con¬nexion wlth U.e n.atur, 'but justified thetn-
selves ou the ground that the money wal
m bo ItfKiUmatoiy employed in reproaoiuti u|
to tbo I.*"1 lsliituro tho poruicioiiB «fToct« of the bill
Others dented all knowledge of tho movement wh.ls
aiill others admitted thoir connection, hut begged
, .Ln i.« Thev wero all told that a strict coin-

phance with the geuorul order Just Issued would bo ex-

^Tha'writer hearing tbr rourmurlngs of many of
the officers at what they termed the injustice of the

^KJSiKSt Erhtrdt, -.>" "P"..K??u£S "»i5S5«Ssaid."It la apparent to any man that this $li,uwi
was to bo gotten up lor a corrupt pur,«£ I Is too

_ »um v. be c msumed in counsel roes. 1 cisuuIhat the Dower of tho Board to into-lcre la unqucai.on-Lble it is a movement that should bo crushed at onee.
It Is rumored that more than one prominent '**y®r

HS
THE EXCISE COMMISSION.

THE NOMINATIONS BENT BT THE MATOB TO

THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN.THEIR CONFIR¬

MATION ASSURED.
Tho session of the Common Council yesterday van

looked torward to with more tnan the usual Interest In
expectation of tho recoptlou of a message from tbo
Mayor presenting tbe names of bis nominees for the
office ot Excise Commissioners for tbe term of three
years, at a salary of $5,000 per year each. Tbe lobby
was vory active and speculation was brisk as to the
probable nominees. Tbe candidates swarriicd IE id
lull lorcc, but all agreed that tbe three names given In
tbe Hkhalu ot yesterday would likely be tbe oboioe el
the Mayor.
Wben the l'realdeut Anally called the Hoard to

order, and while tbe Deputy Clerk waa readlug tbe
minutes of the last meeting, Newman, tne Mayor's
messenger, suddenly appeared without tha bar, boarins
in one band a large envelope. The words "A mes¬
sage!" quickly ran around the semi-circle at which
the Aldermen sat, and lor a moment there was a pes
loiind silence. U was broken bv President Lewis an¬
nouncing in n loud voice. "A measago irom tbe
Mayor!"

(Jlerk Moloney read the message,' which nominated
Messrs Martin, Mnrpliy nud Hattereon to the vacancies
In the commission
Alderman Purroy moved tbat the communication be

laid upon the table, and printed in tho t 'ify K'tnrd.
Alderman Hess.It la a question of law wbethsr ws

can lay it upon the tabic.
Alderman l'urroy.The gentleman refers to that sec¬

tion of the law winch says that tbe Mayor and Com¬
mon Council shall "proceed," Ac. 1 tbink there is no
doubt but tbat tbe course 1 hare indicated in ibw mo¬
tion Is a proper nud n legal one. It is tbe sumo course
adopted three years ago on the nomination* of Mayor
Hnvemeyer.
(k-neral Pinckney and Mr. Howland explalnod their

views upon (he law, the former calling attention to the
fact that the Council had laid over Mayor llavemeyor'e
nominations. Alter Mr. Howland bad called for tho
reading of the law (chapter 175, laws of 1*70), a vote
was taken on Mr. I'urroy's resolution, and the further
rontlderation of the matter waa laid over, and, on mo¬
tion ol Alderman Morris, the Hoard Immediately ad¬
journpel.
A number of Aldermen.both democrat* and repnb-

I leans. subsequently called upon tbe Mayor and held n
brief coniererito, the result ot which was ihaMEpresen-
tailre Aldermen of both shades of politics Mm! Itad
that the Major's nominate will be ooBttnnedL

INDORSEMENT OF COMPTROLLER
GREEN.

A meeting was held yesterday by tbe stsndbolders
In Washington end Went Washington markets, wb#E
they psssed a series of resolutions praising the official
conduct of Comptroller tlrecn in relation to the mar¬
kets and indorsed tbe hill now before tbe LegtslaltfW
to oxiesd his term of office, also asking its J


